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Unlimited connect time to access
CompuServe basic services,
now only $7.95 a month.

You can start with the basics at a flat monthly rate, with extended services
available on a pay-as-you-go basis.

For more information about CompuServe’s new basic services, just mail
this card, or call 1 800 848-8199.

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Telephone ( ) CompuServe*
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SEEING THROUGH SLIDE SCANNERS

You should be aware that while
many of the scanners in this review
appear to have a complete set of the
tone tools just discussed, it’s not un-
common for scan programs to mix
controls that invoke 8-bit processing
with other, more meaningful types of
adjustment. “Slide Scanners at a Glance”
lists only those tools that we deter-
mined make changes you couldn’t make
in Photoshop.

“Slide Scanners at a Glance” also
includes a number of software features
that are useful but do not directly relate
to a scanner’s ability to produce top-
quality scans. This list provides an index

SLIDE SCANNERS AT A GLANCE

Tested by
Macworld

of the care that went into producing a
scanner package.

A few items require a word of clarifi-
cation: “Calculate Output Size and Reso-
lution” refers to a program’s ability to tell
you what a scan’s final, effective resolution
and dimensions will be once the image has
been enlarged by the amount chosen.
“Maintain Prescan between Scans” refers
to an ability that’s an essential in my book.
Without it, every time you need to rescan
an image for whatever reason, you also
have to re-create the prescan.

“Magnify Prescan” is the ability to
zoom in on the prescan. This feature can
save quite a bit of rescanning time by

Bundled
Image
Editing

Bits
per

Price
Transparency

Optical
Resolution

keeping you from missing your intended
subject when you are cropping a tiny,
35mm prescan.

Recommendations: Flatbeds
THE GOOD AND SOMEWHAT SURPRIS-
ing news about flatbed scanners is that it’s
possible to use them for color publish-
ing—which is great if you need the flex-
ibility flatbeds afford. The bad news is
that if you want a flatbed that has the abil-
ity to do prepress work, it’ll set you back
at least 14 grand.

Unless you always print at low reso-
lutions or small sizes—or from large
transparencies—and you are not very

Maximum Maximum

Scan Area, Scan Area, Warranty

Technical

Support

Lab Option Software Channel (in dpi) Tiansparency  Reflective  (in days) Rating *
35mm = T :
Bameyscan Corporation [} CIS3515 $4495 NA Photoshop 8 1000 35mm NA 90 10
: Ltd. Edition
Ektron Applied Imaging (o] Stide Scanner $11,190 (with NA ‘nene 12 2800 36mmX24mm NA 90 not tested
required GPIB board)
Leaf Systems ® LeafScan 35 $9995 NA none 16 4000 38.1mm NA 90 11
Microtek - @ ScanMaker 18505  $2199 NA Photoshop 8 1850 35mm NA 365 . 12
Nikon K ) LS-3510AF $9535 (8-bit)* NA Photoshop or. 8and 3175 40mm NA 365 dealer suppc
" Film Scanner $11,316 (12-biv . ColorStudio 1.5 2 primary
RasterOps Corporation @ ' ExpressoPersonal  $849 (without required NA ' none NA  variable 35mm NA 1095 7
Slide Scanner video capture board) |
Santos Technology (o] Mira 35 $2695 NA Photoshop . 10 2700 35mm X 24mm NA 365 not tested
Victor Hasseiblad (o] Hasselblad $12,995 (with NA Cirrus 12 2200 36mmX24mm NA 183 not tested
Macsie 35A required GPIB board)
FLATBED
Agfa Corporation s X Arcus $3950 $1000 none 10 600X 1200 6"X9" 8°X11.75" 365 not tested
o Agfa Focus $6995 $1500 none 8 400 X800 5°X5*° 85" X 13" 90 not tested
Slide Scanner
Computer Friends Q Artiscan AS8000 7 $1445 $699 Photoshop 8 800 . 85°X11.75° 85" X11.75° 365 not tested
Hardware That Fits 0 RealTech Scan 800  $1299 $495 'Colorshop 24, 8 400X 800 85"X11.75" 85"X11.75* 365 - not tested
i ScanMatch, Photo-
. shop $200 extra , . ;
HSD Microcomputer US. A. O Scan-X Color ® $1495 $695 Photoshop .~ 8 600X300 6"X9" 85X 14" 365 ot tested
Imapro Corporation A QCs-600 $16,395 (with re- included - none 10 600 1M1°X17° 11" X 17° 90 “13
quired GPIB board) . i
Mitsubishi Intemational ] SC-7500 $5500 $949 Phatoshop 8 400 11°X11"° 11°X17° 90 _not tested
Nisca ® Niscan Spectra $995 requires  none 8 200X 400 4°Xé6" 4" X 6" 365 8
light table
Sharp Hectronics Corporation @ JX-320 $1895 $1195 Photoshop 8 300X 600 85"X105" 85°X11"° 9% -5
o JX-450 $5995 (with re- $500 Photoshop 8 300 85" X 11" 11" X 17° 90 -5
quired GPIB board) N
o JX-600S $14,500 included Photoshop . 10 600X1200 11°X17° 11°X 17" 90 =5
Tamarack/Artix Technologies @ ArtiScan 6000C $1295 $695 Photoshop 8 300X 600 85"X11.75" 85" X 11.75" 365 7
Umax Technologies ® UC630 Color Scanner $1995 $895 Photoshop- 8 300 X600  6"X9" 85" X 14" 365 6
{ 2N UC1200S $5495 $895 Photoshop 10 1200X 600 6"X9" 85" X 11,75 365 .6
XRS ) OmniMedia6cx  $4000 included - Photoshop 8 300X600 85"X135" 85°X 135" 365 4
ScanMatch

® =yes; O =no. '12-14 = excellent, 9-11 = very good, 7-8 = good, 5-6 = satisfactory, 1—4 = poor, <1 = unsatisfactory. ?For tested scanners, credit given for exposure and other tonal
adjustments only if controls affect analog data or lookup tables of greater than 8 bits. *Highlight only. *To avoid confusion over differences in definitions between companies, features listed
only for scanners tested. *12-bit board as an upgrade is $1780. ©12-bit version. ? AS6000, with 600-by-600-dpi resolution available for $1699. ®Scan-X Grayscale available for $1295.
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Interface

fussy about quality, the only models I
can recommend are the Imapro QCS-600
and the Sharp JX-600S. Both units are
based on the same design, by Sharp, and
both provide high-quality separations.

Of course, quality isn’t everything.
Both machines are large, slow, and awk-
ward to use, and they don’t carry adequate
warranties. And both provide only the
minimum resolution for 35mm.

If I had to pick, I'd probably go for the
Imapro, which has some added processing
circuitry that eliminates the streaking the
JX-600S is prone to. In addition, the
Imapro software helps you get the right
exposure, instead of dooming you to trial

Calculate

Color/
B&W/
Gray Scale

Photoshop
Plug-In Magnify

Version Prescan

Output
Size and
Resolution

and error as the JX-600S’s extremely basic
package does. And Sharp’s tech-support
line is so busy as to be virtually worthless,
while Imapro was accessible and helpful.
On the other hand, the JX-600S is nearly
$2000 cheaper than the Imapro and offers
a higher resolution.

If you want a flatbed-and-slide scan-
ner for less demanding jobs such as pro-
ducing mock-ups or on-screen presenta-
tions, you have two choices: the ArtiScan
6000C and the Sharp JX-320. Both ma-
chines can produce good-looking scans
larger than an Apple 13-inch monitor,
in under 30 seconds. Scans from the JX-
320 are noticeably sharper, but the Arti-

Maintain

Prescan

between Set Set
Scans  Brightness ? Contrast?

Save
Settings
by Name

Automatic Set
Highlight and
Shadow ?

Scan lists for $600 less and comes with a
one-year warranty instead of the 90 days
covered by Sharp.

A new machine, the Agfa Arcus Color
Scanner, should have a transparency op-
tion by the time you read this. The Arcus
has similar hardware features to the Umax

UCI200S but, including the transparency °

attachment, it beats the UC1200S’s price
by $1440. From what I've seen, it also
comes with much more useful software
than the Umax’s.

If you need to scan 8%2-by-14-inch
itemns, don’t be tempted by either the XRS
OmniMedia 6¢x or the Umax UC630 Col-
or Scanner. Both were among the poor-

Tone
Highlight/  Set Curve

Shadow / Gamma?

Control ?

Densitometer
(for prescan)

proprietary 2.6 ®/0/0 o [ 0 o) ° o) e ®/0 o) e} e

GPIB not tested 4

SCSlorGPIB 1 ®/0/® (e} ° O o) [ [) ® o/0 ® ) @

SCSi 201 °/0/0 ° ® ® ® ® ® o] 010 o [¢) [

SCSlorGPIB  3.1.2 o/0/® ) ) o ° [ ® ® 0/0 [ e} ]

NTSCorPAL 13 o/0/® ® [e) e} o] ] o) (e} 0/0 (o} (o} lo]

SCSI not tested ¢

GPIB not tested 4

SCsl not tested ¢

SCsI not tested 4

SCSI not tested 4

scsi not tested 4

SCS| not tested * ' . ; Yo b

GPIB 201 o/0/® [e} e} e} ® ® e} [e] ®/0 ) e} .

SCSlor GPIB  not tested

Serial 15 o/0/® ® e} o ® o o (e} 0/0 [e] (e} (o]

SCSlorGPIB 1.3 o/e/® (o] 0 0 ) ) (e} (e} /0 o e} (o}

GPIB not tested 4

SCSlorGPIB 1.3 °/0/0 () 0] ) ° [) ) 0 o/0 [ e} 0

a] 1 °/0/0 o e} [e] e} [ O (e} 0/0 (o] (¢} -Q

SCsl 201 °/0/® (e} 0 o} ® ® ® O 0O/0 O o) (e}

SCSI 2 °/0/® O ® [¢] ° [ o 0 /0 ® e} o}

scsi 2,01 o/0/® ® ° ) ° ® ) o) (oY/e} o o) ®
(tested)

® Prescan is quite large, however. ™ $1345 without Photoshop. ! Exists, but not useful. '? Upgrade from Microtek scanner $2000. Model 6C is $3000, $1500 for upgrade. *Software

recently upgraded to version 2.1.1, but not tested.
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