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Put Our List
On Your List

CTHINGS

Our list can help you do the other things
you have on your list. Such as buy a car. . .
estimate social security. . .start the

diet. . .check out investments. . .

Our list is the Consumer Information
Catalog. It’s free and lists more than 200
free and low-cost government booklets on
employment, health, safety, nutrition,
housing, Federal benefits, and lots of ways
you can save money.

So to shorten your list, send for the free
Cogsumer Information Catalog. It’s the thing
to do.

Just send us your name and address.
Write:

Consumer Information Center
Department LL
Pueblo, Colorado 81009

A public service of this publication
and the Consumer Information Center
m of the U.S. General Services Administration
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depends on the switch’s internal wiring. I
don’t know of any current serial-port
device that can be damaged by switching
with the power on; check with the manu-
facturer if you are not sure.

Two companies have electronic
switching boxes. The $99 Port Juggler
(Momentum, 808/263-0088) automati-
cally switches among four serial-port
devices; the supporting software decides
which device you need whenever the ser-
ial port is turned on. You can also switch
manually, via F-keys. (Version 1.0 does
not work with MIDI; Momentum says 2.0
will.) The $129 Axion Switch (Axion,
408/522-1900, 800/829-4661) does man-
ual switching among three devices from a
control panel or a pull-down menu;
devices that use Apple’s Communications
Toolbox can be switched automatically.
The Axion Switch needs a $20 accessory
cable to handle a MacRecorder, GDT
PowerPrint, or any other device that
draws power from the port; the Port Jug-
gler needs no accessories.

Some caveats: If you are using a Pow-
erBook’s internal modem, the modem
serial port is not active. If you have a
LocalTalk network connected through
the printer port, these switches suffice for
simple printing; for file sharing and other
intensive network use, you shouldn’t put
a switch on the network port.

PowerBook 100 users have just a sin-
gle serial (printer) port. Sigma Seven Sys-
tems (604/743-2416) makes PB Serial
Adapter ($99), which puts a modem seri-
al port in the space of the internal
modem; a standard mini-DIN connector
comes out the telephone line opening.
(Sigma Seven can also install a floating-
point coprocessor in a Duo 210, 230, or
250, or in a Duo Floppy Adapter.)

Telephone Dialers

My favorite accessory is a telephone
dialer. The best I've seen is the $75 Desk-
top Dialer from Sophisticated Circuits
(206/485-7979, 800/769-3773). It con-
nects to the ADB port and can dial on
one or two phone lines. In its control
panel, you can define dialing hot-keys
and dialing prefixes. It can dial any num-
ber on screen that you select, although
not with all applications (Microsoft
Word is not compatible, for example). It’s
about the size of two audiocassettes and
weighs 4 ounces (excluding cables); it
uses 5 milliamps of power when inactive,
and 50 milliamps briefly during dialing;
it has a pass-through ADB port. m

CARY LU is a Macworld contributing editor who
covers mobile- and remote-computing issues in
this monthly column. His books include The Apple
Macintosh Book (Microsoft Press, 1992).
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