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CONSUMER WATCH

and if to upgrade.

Microsoft, for example, continues to
sell documentation and site license cop-
ies of Word 4.0, even though it’s been
selling 5.0 for over a year. Companies
that have Word installed on a server and
want to add new users can therefore do
so without forcing the entire group to
switch to a new version. And when orga-
nizations do decide to upgrade their
users, Microsoft offers them the option
of buying a master copy with which they
can upgrade all existing users. Word-
Perfect, for its part, sells “multipacks”
of its software that include anywhere
from 5 to 200 copies of the program but
a minimum number of copies of the
documentation.

The Ultimate Solution

From the users’ perspective, the best
solution would be simply to reduce the
number of upgrades released for any
given product. This would require a
more extensive beta-test cycle to ensure

clean product releases and eliminate the
need for interim “bug” fixes. It would
also take a conscious effort on the part
of developers to update products only
when the breadth of new features mer-
ited the move, not simply when market-
ing considerations made an upgrade
attractive.

The good news is that a variety of
factors are prompting developers to
minimize upgrades. Development con-
straints and the comments of customers
have led many companies to reconsider
earlier (and sometimes artificial) up-
grade schedules. Time will tell how true
developers stay to their stated goal of
reducing the number of upgrades, but
it's good to know they're getting the
message.

SHOP TALK

The Waiting Game
In late December I took my Toshiba
T1200HB to an authorized repair shop

(Micro Solutions in Danbury, Connecti-
cut) for repair of a burned-out power
supply. Micro Solutions has been most
helpful and willing to fix the unit, but
without parts they can’t resurrect the
dead. They have had power supplies on
order with Toshiba America since De-
cember 13.

The message is that if you can go
months without your business tools and
have 20 to 30 minutes at a time to listen
to elevator music while you wait for tele-
phone assistance, Toshiba has a system
that’s right for you.

Les Manse

District Sales Manager

The Knotts Company

Berkeley Heights, New Jersey

Toshiba responds: Although we are
committed to providing the highest
quality of service, our rapid growth has
caused occasional parts shortages. Rec-
ognizing this, we have instituted several
(continues)

Video Textbook Training ® Video Textbook Training e

The Ultimate Training Solution

40 to 60 hours of in-depth training per course. Lessons
consist of objectives, lectures, examples with detailed
explanations, exercises with the presentation of multi-
ple solutions per problem and lesson reviews. Developed
by professionals that have taught these courses to thou-
sands of students. Courses currently available include:

e The UNIX Operating System,

Utilities and Bourne Shell Programming
® The UNIX Operating System,
Utilities and C Shell Programming
The ANSI C Programming Language and
Libraries
Programming with QUICK C
Programming with TURBO C
INFORMIX/SQL Applications Development
INFORMIX/4GL Applications Development
Programming with ADA

® Programming with C-scape
Designed to be your personal video textbook, the price of
each course is an affordable $150, plus applicable sales
tax. Check, VISA and MasterCard accepted.

Video Textbook Training
200 Lakeside Drive, Building A4
Morgantown, WV 26505
(304) 292-0917  FAX (304) 296-4032

UNIX is a registered trademark of AT&T.

INFORMIX/SQL and 4GL are registered trademarks of INFORMIX Software. Inc.
QUICK C is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation.

TURBO C is a registered trademark of Borland International

C-scape is a registered trademark of Oakland Group, Inc
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PREVENT COMPUTER THEFT!
Kablit ™ Security System

-+ Standard Kablit fasteners attach to equipment using existing
screws. When cable passes through fasteners screws are
concealed.

* Internal component security: Kablit fasteners secure rear
panel of CPU preventing unauthorized removal of internal
boards and hard drives.

+ Now avalaible: new Kablit glue-on fastener to secure equip-
ment that does not have existing screws.

Kablit works with:

» Computers « Monitors « Laplops » Fax Machines
* Printers - Keyboards - Typewriters = Copy Machines
= Disk Drives sLaser Printers « VCR's « Audio Visual

Prices $34.95" 10 $49.95" depending on system. Quantity pricing available. Money
back if returned in 30 days. Purchase orders accepted. Send for catalog.
“plus shipping

Secure-It, Inc. 18 Maple Court » E Longmeadow, MA 01028
1-800-451-7592, 1-413-525-7039 Dealer's Inquiries Invited. —iIc=

Circle 305 on reader service card
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Come and get it.

The new EISA-based Dell System®425E."
According to your letters and phone calls,

it's what you've been waiting for. A fast, affordable

EISA-based i486™ computer.
And here it is. A 25 MHz
486™ PC. One with six EISA

slots that are completely ISA compatible, plus two

more ISA slots so you can meet both present

AD CODE 1HDGO

ISE

and future expansion needs. And up to 33 MB

per second bus transfer rate in EISA burst
mode, so it’s ideal for both network server and

UNIX®applications.

NEW LOWER PRICES ON
ALL DELL SYSTEMS

ANNOUNCING

It even has something com-

puter users have always been

hungry for: toll-free technical

'numnfu &vm—m 4’55;;{ ulClau A device sold for use in commercial ¢
N

computer.

support directly from the company that built the

Support that helps you get more

of memory. 384 tem
7 Conpumation. 1456, 456 and 386 e ordemarks of Intel Corponatam. 1 Based on Compuay's frablished price fist dhed Mamch 31990, for Compusy [esh Py 186435 Model 84, with K187 coprocessor 84 MB

by *P Lnhe Within the first megabryte

THE NEW DELL SYSTEM 425E 25 MH: i486 EISA

The best valuc in high performance PCs, combining i486 performance,
32-bit EISA VO bus, and the industry’s top rated service and support.

STANDARD FEATURES:

* H86 mCToprocessor, unning at
25 MH:

* EISA architecture (downward com-
patible with ISA).

« Standard 4 MB of RAM.* expandable
w 16 MB on system board, using
optional | MBand 2 MB SIMMs.

« VIGA systems include a high perform-
ance 16-bat video adapter

* Socket for 25 MH: WEITEK 4167 mach
coprocessor

+5.25" 1.2 MBor 3.5 1. 44 MBdiskette
drive

* 5 half-height drive bays

Dual diskette and hard drive controller

* Six32-bit EISA (1SA compatible), plus
two 16-bit ISA expunsion shots

* High performance, [DE (80 MB, 100
MB, 190 MB), and ESDI (330 MB,

650 MB) hard disk drives.

*» Enhanced 101-key keyboard.

« 1 parallel and 2 serial ports.

+ 231-watt power supply.

* 12-month On-Site Service Contract
provided by Xerox !

**Commercial Lease Plan. Lease

for as low as $286/month.
Xerax Extended Service Plan
pricing starts at $672.
80 MB VGA
Monochrome System $7.899

190 MB VGA Calor Phus System  $8,699
330 MB Super VGA Color System
(800 x ulo) $9.599
650 MB Super VGA Color System
(800 x t\k'ﬂ $10,799
Prices listed inchade 4 MB of RAM.
100 MB hard dnve configurations
also available

384 KB is vescrved for wse by the rys

= enhance performance; 25E & phographed wich

o drine rad sk grophe's momechrome
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Hard disk manufacturers want us to believe
that hard disk technology is absolutely
reliable ... but
experience
teaches
otherwise. We
depend upon data
storage to be flawless,
but hard disk technology isn’t. Surface
defects, head alignment drift, and low-level
format aging cause hard disks to fail.

A hard disk drive’s low-level format fades
with use. The drive’s read/write heads lose
their delicate alignment and move away from
the original low-level format information.
These new data track locations intersect
unseen surface defects that were
once harmlessly located
between tracks. DOS’s
chilling “Abort,
Retry, or Fail ?”
message
inevitably results. N
Precious data is soon lost.

If left unchecked, data storage becomes more
an act of hope and faith than one of science.

A return to science. The problem is
known and understood, and the solution is
clear. While a drive’s data can
still be read, the drive must be
given a new, realigned and
strong low-level format. Then
all current surface defects
must be located and managed.
This process
prevents hard
disk data B
loss.

Hard Disks Die.

/-Zward of Distinction and

SpinRite II.

A return to science.
An act of prevention.

An act of prevention. Gibson Research
Corporation’s SpinRite™ software program
reads hard-to-read and impossible-to-read
data from a DOS hard disk, nondestructively
low-level reformats the drive’s surface while
optimizing the sector interleave factor,
analyzes and scrubs each track of the
drive for
surface
defects, and
relocates any
endangered
data to safety. SpinRite easily restores hard
disk drives to better-than-new condition
with their data intact. Before any data is lost,
SpinRite detects that a drive is “softening”
then determines and
eliminates the cause.
SpinRite readily
recovers data that the
system cannot read.

SpinRite won Byte
Magazine’s prestigious

continues to win computer industry praise
and acclaim. It has proven itself to be
effective in preventing hard disk failure.
SpinRite will work for you.

SpinRite II features a detailed technical log,
as well as support for DOS 4 and large
device driver partitions. It is available
immediately from local software retailers
or directly from Gibson Research
with a 30-day satisfaction
guarantee.

Suggested retail price: $89.

To receive additional
literature or to purchase
SpinRite II, call toll-free:

(800) 736-0637.
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REVIEW Utilities

in the original application. Most of the
shells here can load an application when
you select a data file created in it, al-
though—depending on your applica-
tions—you may have to teach the shell
to recognize what files go with what. All
the shells but Tree86 allow you to create
a menu of applications, so that you can
easily launch one from any directory.
Every shell lets you run a program by
selecting the executable file.

When you run an application inside a
shell, you want the shell to occupy as

little RAM as possible. All these shells
can make themselves scarce; when you
load a program from within a shell, only
a small portion remains in memory.
XtreePro Gold has the smallest resident
portion, 3K, although it’s possible to
load an application in 1dir+ so that the
shell is removed completely.

If you merely want a menu-driven
way to copy files, these programs are
overkill. Countless other shells, most
smaller and easier to use, are available.
Many of the best simple shells are dis-

VIEWLINK: AN ORGANIZER, NOT A SHELL

Traveling Software's ViewLink was
never meant to be a DOS shell, nor
can it truly function as one—it can’t
even list the files in a directory easily.
Nonetheless, this $149.95 product
was the first to offer a very attractive
DOS shell feature: the ability to cre-
ate file listings based on user-de-
fined criteria.

This unconventional hard disk or-
ganizer encourages you o group
files by contents, dates, names, origi-
nating applications—anything but
the DOS directory method. To re-
arrange your file system by contents,
for example, the program will search
all files for the keywords or phrases
that identify different aspects of your
work. Viewlink creates lists based on
those search criteria.

Files that appear simultaneously
on different lists provide the links be-
tween lists. For example, if you se-
lected a file on the Contacts list,
ViewlLink might inform you that the
same file also appears on the Carrier
and Payables lists, which are only a
keystroke or two away. The idea is to
turn a hard disk full of applications
and files into a unified environment
that’s tailored to your work style.

For all ViewLink’s strength in

grouping files, it fails miserably at

122 PC WORLD JULY 1990

showing them. Since it lacks the ap-
plication-specific viewers offered by
such products as Magellan or PC
Tools, seeing the contents of your
files means loading your applica-
tion—a time-consuming fask—
when a generic ASCI| viewer

won't do.

Many users would be uncomfort-
able losing DOS’s directory meta-
phor entirely; others might balk at
Viewlink’s lack of a quick, clean
view of anything but ASCII text. For
most of us, a true DOS shell that
augments rather than ignores the
directory structure will prove more
practical. But adventurous types
willing to experiment with new ways
to link data may find Viewlink to
their taste. —L. S.

WHERE TO BUY

Viewlink

Traveling Software

18702 North Creek Pkwy.
Bothell, WA 98011
800/343-8080

LIST PRICE: $149
REQUIREMENTS: 384K, DOS 2.0
or later version

TECHNICAL SUPPORT: unlimited,
toll number, M—-F 8-5

OTHER SUPPORT: none

Reader service no. 609

tributed as shareware; the PC-SIG En-
cyclopedia of Shareware (PC-SIG, Sun-
nyvale, California, 1989) lists 20 of them.
If you're using DOS 4.0, you may not
need to buy a shell, since one is included
with the operating system. But if you
want a tool that can help you group,
search, and examine files, read on.

Disc Director 1.06

Athena Software’s Disc Director offers
a well-designed interface and superior
directory manipulation tools. Unfortu-

nately, it's underpowered in many
respects.

Overall, Disc Director’s interface is
well designed, with a scereen that dis-
plays plenty of information without be-
coming unreadable. However, mouse
support is abysmal; all you can do is
scroll lightbars, and these move very
slowly.

When it comes to manipulating
branches and directories, Disc Director
is one of the best. The initial screen lists
data on each directory, and there’s an
entire menu of branch operations. Disc
Director also offers long file names.

The user-defined listing options are
limited. You can create a list of files by
name, contents, date, size, attribute, or
long file name contents. You can also list
all files with duplicate names or those
inside ARC and ZIP archive files. But
vou can’t combine these criteria for
more complex searches, as you can in
many of the other shells. Furthermore,
user-defined lists are always sorted by
name; you can't sort by date, extension,
or other criteria. Tagging is extremely
limited: You can tag only one file at a
time; there are no options to tag by
group.

The text search feature is well de-
signed and very fast. It displays each
find within a file, then asks if you want to
continue and whether the file should be
added to a user-defined list. Applica-
tion-launching features are unspectacu-
lar; as you have to identify your applica-
tion every time you launch from a data
file. With the exception of PKZIP files,
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¢Habla usted espanol?
No, you don't speak
Spanish?

Then, Translate is
made to order for you.
It's an enormously useful
tool for anyone who has
to communicate in writ-
ing with America’s fast-
growing Spanish-speak-
ing population.

With this revolution-
ary software program,
all you do is input text
written in English.
Virtually instantaneously,
you'll have the Spanish
equivalent. With a

How To
MAKE

gram handles trans-
lation of complete
phrases — unlike
other programs that
function word by
word.... Besides
being easy to use and
fast to learn, it
works!”

Translate utilizes
an 85,000 term
English-to-Spanish
dictionary. You can
make your dictionary
even more functional
by adding as many
words or phrases as
you like. Corporate

straightforward English
text, you get a precise,
unadorned Spanish
translation. Nuances of
language and stylistic
preferences obviously

YOURSELF
UNDERSTOOD
INA LANGUAGE
You DoN'T
[UNDERSTAND.

jargon and specific
terminology may
all be incorporated
into the system
via its dictionary
update function.

require some familiarity
with Spanish and these
can be easily implement-
ed through the dictionary
update function.

Finalsoft's User
Support Service will
assist you in
customizing the
dictionary.

WE'RE NOT THE ONLY ONES
WHO THINK IT's A VALUABLE TOOL.

PCM Magazine noted that “The advantages of
Translate are many. It can bring an increase in

productivity due to less time spent on translations —

not to mention the usual high fees associated with
having a letter or document translated. This pro-

English file: ENGLISH.TXT Spanish file: ENGLISH.SPA Page: 1 Line: 2

With nearly 20 million people, the Hispanic population of the United States
represonts a significant market segment that has won the attention of the
business community and government. In addition, 400 million pecple in
Spain and Latin America represent an enormous market potential ; many
companies seek participation in this increasingly open wvorld economy.

—{ F2-Translate}—— X X ————no--————————————————— | Ready —1

Con casi 20 millones de gente, la poblacién Hispinica de los Estados Unidos
representan un segmento de mercado significativo que ha ganado la atencicdn
de los medios empresariales y gobierno. Ademis, 400 millones de gente en
Espafia y America Latina representa un potencial de mercado enorme; muchas
c::p-ﬁus buscan participacién en esta economia mundial crecientemente

al erta.

Fl-Help Fi-Goto F4-Dict F5-Ed En F6-Ed Sp F7-Prt En F8-Prt 8p F9-Cont Esc-Exit

Translate isn’t the only program of its kind
available on the market. But the others cost thou-
sands of dollars; our special introductory price is
only $399.00 thru August 31, 1990 (thereafter,
$495.00). That's a terrific value in any language.

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE $399
INTRODUCTORY PRICE Now.

Call toll free: 1-800-232-8228. In Florida:
(305) 477-2703, 9-6 EST. FAX: (305) 477-0680.
Visa and MC accepted. 30-day money-back guar-
antee on direct orders. Add $5.00 shipping and
handling. Florida residents add 6% Sales Tax.
Free user support. Dealer inquiries welcomed.
Finalsoft Corporation, 3900 N.W. 79th Avenue,
Suite 215, Miami, FL 33166.

Translate

Breaking the language barrier.

A product of Dm‘SOf.t

System requirements: IBM® XTT /ATE, PS/2% or compatible (8 Mhz. or higher recommended). DOS 3.0 or higher, hard disk. and 512K RAM.
O Copyright 1989 Finalsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. Finalsoft is a registered trademark of Finalsoft Corporation.
IBM. XT. AT and PS/2 are registered trademarks of International Business Machine Corporation.
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time, the party on the other end of the
line may well have hung up.

Adding an event is harder than with
the other programs. Rather than move
to a day and time and enter the details
about the appointment, you must fill out
a complex dialog box, entering the de-
seription, month, day, year, and time.
You can cycle through a pick list for each
entry, but it’s almost faster to type. You
can pop up a small monthly calendar for
reference, but it's read-only—you can’t
select a date from it.

Data entry is convoluted. When en-
tering a time, you must fill out all the

zeros, and if you make a mistake, you're
greeted with rude beeps and error mes-
sages. Options for setting recurring or
conditional dates are extensive, but the
process involves making your way
through a complex menu system.

Calendar Creator Plus lacks key fea-
tures such as the ability to attach notes
or assign durations to events. You can
assign priorities, but you can’t set
alarms, and on-sereen views are limited
to the appointment list and the static
monthly calendar.

So far, so bad, but turn on your print-
er and Calendar Creator Plus shines.

Polished Printed Calendars

July

Marketing Group Schedule

1990

10 11 12 13 14 1S
17 18 19 20 21 2
24 25 26 27 28 9

BUZowlw

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
eas |me o,
Markeing update meeting
L Linda at Atlania conference |
ey 3;!‘:-;"'-:“:‘1rrv.-r\l .w(ll;mmm‘
mecting summer BBQ
[ off-sitc managers meeting |
Tinda af Atlanta conference |
[ —
e | omcessd Sonment Ao Wi madia
office sites Marketing update meeting presentation
XWpm company
Sth anniversary
party
[ Bill at training seminar |
7 i
P
[ Ted's vacation e i
29 30 3l
10:00am Public
Relations and
Marketing update
Junc August
S M T WTF S MTWTF. s
1 1 2 3 4
345 6 718 s 6 7 8 9 10M

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
1920 21 2 BB U 25
2 27 28 29 3 1

4/13/1950

With Calendar Creator Plus, you can merge schedules and print out departmentwide calendars in
a variety of polished formats. The lutest program adds support for HP LaserJet soft fonts.

An easy-to-use print formatting screen
lets you select from 11 customizable for-
mats, including weekly, biweekly,
monthly, and yearly views, complete
with all or selected appointments. You
can also choose page sizes that fit Day-
Timer and Lefax organizers.

Better yet, the output is presentation
quality. The biggest change: Version 3.0
provides superb font support, including
300-dpi soft fonts for the HP LaserdJet.
In addition, you can add titles, footnotes,
boxes, and shade effects.

“All the programs let you set up sepa-
rate calendars, but only Calendar Cre-
ator Plus lets you merge them into one.
For example, you could combine sepa-
rate business and personal schedules, or
collate and print out a combined sched-
ule that covers every employee in the
office.

Calendar Creator Plus needs to pick
up a few tricks from Top Priority, Pow-
er Up’s $99.95 to-do-list program. Top
Priority is RAM resident and offers a
more interactive interface, but it’s even
less applicable for appointment schedul-
ing than Calendar Creator Plus is. If
you need to combine schedules or gener-
ate flashy printed calendars, you may be
willing to put up with Calendar Creator
Plus’s awkward interface. Otherwise,
look elsewhere.

Complete Calendar 2.5

Stevenson Software’s Complete Calen-
dar is fairly easy to use and provides
most of the scheduling features you'll
need. You can buy either the $39.95
stand-alone version or the $79.95, 97K
RAM-resident version reviewed here,
which includes alarms. Complete Calen-
dar is a good value, but its inability to
assign durations or attach notes keeps it
from the top spot.

Accessibility is Complete Calendar’s
forte. Merely press <Alt>-<Ese>,
and up pops a traditional, full-screen
monthly calendar. Cursor to the day you
want, press <Enter>, and that day’s
schedule is displayed. You can record
macros and even run them from the

JULY 1990 PC WORLD 169
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Introducing the incredible new Charisma"Cartridge from Elite

NOW THERE ARE TWO WAYS T0 GO
WHEN YOU SHOP MEGA-FONT LASER CARTRIDGES:

/

Our new 25 Plus/Charisma font cartridge for all HP
LaserJet series printers gives you the type selections,
the symbol sets and the drivers contained in the leading
“25 in One” cartridge plus some important extras like
zip codes, bar codes and type sizes as large as 30 points.
Just check this comparison chart.

But, unlike the other cartridge, we didn’t stop there.

We took another road: Expandability.

So, you don’t have to shell out several hundred dollars
more just to get a 48-point headline.

With Elite’s revolutionary new Charisma plug-in
module feature you can add an unlimited selection of
additional typefaces, headlines, or even custom graphics
to the master collection in our 25 Plus cartridge, just by
plugging in another module.

So, you can select what you need at prices ranging
from $99 to $149, not $400 or more.

Now, if that kind of open road sounds good to you, why
not test drive the new 25 Plus/Charisma for yourself.
At your nearest Elite Business Applications authorized
reseller.

The new 25 Plus/Charisma from Elite—there’s noth-
ing else like it on the road today.

CHARISMIA s

Charisma: You either have it, or you don

It’s not hard to see the differences between these two
exceptional font cartridges, but here’s a closer look.

FEATURE "25 IN ONE" 25 PLUS/CHARISMA
All 25 HP "A-Z" Yes Yes
Font Cartridges
100% HP Compatible Requires an Yes
with LJ II, TID, I1P, II additional cartridge
Actual Number 69 77
of Type Choices
Symbol Sets 20 22
Bar Codes & Zip Codes No Yes
Zapf Dingbats No Yes
Maximum Point Size 18 points Unlimited with modules
Spreadsheet Sizes 3.6 points 3.6, 4.8 points
Headline Sizes Requires an Unlimited with modules
(24 points and up) additional cartridge
Accepts Additional Fonts No Unlimited with modules
Custom Symbols/Graphics No Unlimited with modules
Drivers for Most Programs Yes Yes
Cartridge Price $399.00 $399.00
Module Price NA $99.00 - $149.00
Expansion Potential None Unlimited

Note: 25Plus/Charisma is a trademark of Elite Business Applications, Inc. All other products
mentioned are trademarks of their respective holders. Prices are subject to change without notice.
Copyright 1990, Elite Business Applications, Inc.

SINESS APPLICATIONS, INC.
1-800-942-0018 [J 301-987-9050
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WHAT'S MORE
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THAN OUR

ONE YEAR
WARRANTEE,
TOLL-FREE
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STAR-DOT-STAR

Oh, What a Perfect View

To make WordPerfect 5.x’s View Docu-
ment command more accessible, I cre-
ated a simple but useful macro. To add it
to your system, start WordPerfect and
type the macro’s keystrokes [see FIGURE
2]. Press <Enter> only where shown.

<Ctrl>-<F10> Turn on recorder

<Alt>-V Name the macro
Viewdoc<Enter> Describe it
<Shift>-<F7> Select Print and
6 View Document
<Ctrl>-<Page Up> Start pause
P<Enter> Finish pause
<F7> Exit to document

<Ctrl>-<F10> Turn off recorder

FIGURE 2: Enter this WordPerfect macro, and
press <Alt>-V to preview a document before
printing.

DEVELOPER’S TOOLBOX

(continued)

was overflowing with archived message
files. TAPCIS was helping me get the in-
formation | needed, but | was still over-
whelmed by the task of organizing and
searching the data | had collected and
stored on floppies.

Then | solved the problem with an-
other shareware program that | found,
just by luck, in CompuServe’s TAPCIS fo-
rum—Recon, by Orest Skrypuch. Now, |
simply feed my saved messages to Re-
con, which deletes duplicate messages
while sorting them by thread (topic). |
can then use the program’s interactive
browser to search, delete, and copy text
from my archives. With its clever mes-
sage-handling features, Recon is TAP-
CIS’s perfect pariner.

So, if you thirst for company, let TAP-
CIS and Recon guide you through a few
CompuServe forums. You'll be surprised

at how much you can learn just by
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Then, load a document and press <Alt>-
V to preview the text before printing.
Press <Enter> to return to the text
display.

Bob Mosley

Arthur, Ontario, Canada

Editor’s note: The macro works best
with CGA, EGA, VGA, or Hercules
graphics adapters. On text-only mono-
chrome displays, you'll see only a
rough approximation of a document’s
layout.

Dashing the Dashes

I frequently import ASCII text into
Microsoft Word, a job made easier by
reader Richard F. Laherty’s macro for
converting text to Word-formatted
paragraphs [“ASCII Imports for
Word,” Star-Dot-Star, December 1989)].

hanging around the water ccoler.
Let’s talk it aver, My MCI Mail han-

dle is TSWAN; my CompuServe ID is

73627,3241. —Tom Swan

WHERE TO BUY X

CompuServe Information Service
5000 Arlington Centre Blvd.

PO. Box 20212

Columbus, OH 43220
800/848-8199

LIST PRICE: $39.95 (includes $25 on-
line credit)

REQUIREMENTS: modem, telecommu-
nications software

TECHNICAL SUPPORT: unlirnited, toll-
free number; M—-F 9 a.m.-12 a.m.;
Sat-Sun 12 p.m.-10 p.m.

OTHER SUPPORT: free monthly
magazine

Reader service no. 715

Recon 1.61

Orest Skrypuch
217 Terrace Hill St.
Brantford, Ontario
N3R 1G8 Canada

When I reformat hyphenated text, how-
ever, the result is littered with the likes
of “set- tled” and “ac- tion.”

To fix the problem, I expanded the
macro [see FIGURE 3] to close up all such
words by deleting unwanted dashes and
spaces. As in Mr. Laherty’s original, the
macro requires two carriage returns af-
ter each paragraph and inserts a pipe
(1) to mark the document’s end. If the
original text has any pipes, replace
them before converting.

Russell Schoof

Molalla, Oregon

Editor’s note: Type the macro into
Word exactly as shown. Press <Cl>-[
and <Cl>-] to enter the chevrons «
and ». Highlight all lines and choose
Copy (<Esc>C). Enter the macro name
a2word.mac followed by an optional caret
(™) and <Ctrl>-key combination.
(continues)

LIST PRICE: $25 (registration fee)
REQUIREMENTS: 256K, DOS 2.0 or
later version

TECHNICAL SUPPORT: CompuServe ID
766721273

OTHER SUPPORT: none

Reader service no. 716

TAPCIS 5.2a

Support Group, Inc.

Lake Technology Park

PO. Box 130

McHenry, MD 21541
800/872-4768, 301/387-7322 (fax)
LIST PRICE: $79 (registration fee,
includes manual and disk)
REQUIREMENTS: CompuServe
account, 300K, DOS 2.0 or later
version

TECHNICAL SUPPORT: unlimited, toll-
free number, M~F 9-5

OTHER SUPPORT: CompuServe ID
74020,10

Reader service no. 668

For more information about all
products in Developer’s Toolbox,
circle reader service no. 911.






BUY
SMART.

SMART.

PC World guides business buyers through the
entire buying process, from purchase to integra-
tion to upgrade to trade-in. First, we deliver the
essential product information and unbiased
reviews they need to make smart PC buying de-
cisions. Then we follow up, month after month,
with the answers, power tips, and advice they
need to use their PCs more productively. To

them, PC World delivers more value than other
PC books.

No wonder more business buyers
depend on PC World than any
other PC publication.

PC World delivers more to its advertisers, too.
More objective reviews. More receptive business
buyers. More sales. Which makes PC World =
very smart place to sell your product.

PCW=RLD

Find out what’s in it for you.
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Press <Enter> and then type <Esc>TGS
<Enter> to save the glossary.

After that, to convert a plain-text
ASCII file, load it into Word, and either
type a2word.mac and press <F3>, or
press the macro’s <Ctrl>-key.

<ctrl pgdn>}<ctrl pgup>
«while selectione>|ny
<esc>s”"p<enter><right>
«if selection<>""piy
<backspace><space>
«elsen<right>

«wendif»

«endwhile»

<ctrl pgup>

«while selection<>"}ny
<esc>s-<space><enter>
«if selection="- My
<del>

«elsex»

<ctrl pgdn><left>
«endif»

«endwhile»

<del><ctrl pgup>

FIGURE 3: This ASClI-to-Microsoft Word macro
formats plain text paragraphs and erases
unwanted hyphens and spaces.

Directory DEL Assistance

In “Liquidating a Directory” [Star-
Dot-Star, February 1990], Lucas
Skoczkowski described a “quick trick”
to remove a directory and delete its files
with only two commands. (The second
step is wrong, however—it should be
type RD and a space, press <F3>, and
then press <Enter>.) To reduce those
steps even further, I placed them in a
batch file DELDIR.BAT [see LISTING 4.|

To use the program, type DELDIR and a
directory name. Then, answer the on-
sereen prompts to send that directory
and its files to never-never land.

John K. Currier, Jr.

Beckley, West Virginia

Editor’s note: To avoid deleting files

[from the currvent, previous, and root

directories, I added commands to re-

ject ., .., and \ arguments. I also added

(continues)






WHAT'S NEW?
The PC World Instant
Reference Card

WHAT'S NEXT?
A new card every
month

You've Seen Them - just
inside the back cover. These
guides give you quick
answers to common ques-
tions about DOS, 1-2-3,
WordPerfect, and all the
other applications you use
daily.

And We Know You'll Want
to Save Them - Tear out the
Instant Reference Card each
month and keep them clean,
neatly organized, and ac-
cessible with PC World's
Instant Reference Portfolio.
Custom-designed to hold a
year's worth of cards, this
handy portfolio could
become the most valuable
item on your deskfop - after
your PC, of course.

$24.95 Shipping Included
Call 1-800-544-6143 Ext.59
TO ORDER TODAY!
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echo off

echo.

if nX1» == wu goto missing
if #X1" == % . goto badarg

{6 ALY 4 w,." goto dadarg
if “X1" == W\" goto dadarg
if exist %1 goto notdir
if exist X1\nul goto isdir
goto notfound

tisdir

dir %1 /p

echo.

echo Press Enter Y Enter to
echo erase and remove %1. Or,
echo press Ctrl-CY to cancel.
pause

if exist X1\*.* del X1

rd %1

goto end

:missing

echo Error: Missing argument
goto instruct

:badarg

echo Error: Bad argument
goto instruct

:notdir

echo Error: %1 not directory
goto instruct

:notfound

echo Error: Can’t find X1
sinstruct

echo Usage: DELDIR directory
:end

echo.

LISTING 4: DELDIR.BAT removes a specified
directory and erases its files.

programmaing to test whether a direc-
tory exists. Even so, a manor quirk
remains. If the current dirvectory is
CA\TEMP, the command DELDIR

echo off

CA\TEMP will erase TEMP’s files, but it
won't remove the directory. To do that,
type (D ..<Enter>DELDIR TEMP. [f you re-
ceive an ‘Invalid path...” message, de-
lete subdirectories inside the directory
you want to remove. Then try again.

Putting the Byte on a Virus

I found Annette B. Gates's method in
“Antiviral Vaccine” [Star-Dot-Star, Oc-
tober 1989] useful for verifying COM-
MAND.COM’s length as a test for a
possible computer virus. But for extra
security I modified the original idea—
now COMMAND.COM is scanned byte
for byte.

The new batch file commands [see
LISTING 5] compare COMMAND.COM
with a copy of itself and can therefore
catch a virus that's clever enough not to
change COMMAND.COM’s length.
Booting takes a little longer—about 3
seconds more on my 12-MHz AT
clone—but that’s a small price to pay for
extra protection from a wicked virus.

Bob Billingsley

Mercer Island, Washington

Editor’s note: To put this technique
into action, make a copy of COM-
MAND.COM called COMMAND. XXX
wn your boot drive’s root directory. Add
the batch file commands to AUTOEX-
EC.BAT after its PATH command,
(continues)

echo Comparing COMMAND.COM and COMMAND.XXX
fc command.com *.xxx|find "no" >chkcomd1.$$$
copy chkcomd1.$$$ chk:comd2.$%$ >nul

del chkcomd1.$%$

if exist chkcomd2.$%$ goto okay

echo !! Comparison failed -- Possible Virus !!

goto end

:okay

del chkcomd2.$$$
:continue

rem Batch file continuJes here...

:end

LISTING 5: Add these commands to AUTOEXEC.BAT to compare COMMAND.COM with a copy of

itself called COMMANDXXX.


http:COMMAND.COM
http:COMMAND.COM
http:COMMAND.COM
http:command.com
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Paralle Pt 017 exp. s T-1600 Backite 40M H.D. .... §31%0| | 184-12Foppy ........ $1299 _ NEC LAPTOPS
01 VGA Graphics_ tota T-32005X 16MHz 40MB ... $3849| | 184-220MB .......... $1799| | Utralite 2MB ........... $1549
MODEL 386/5X $ 1699 T-3100SX .00, 286 20MB........... $2399 Pro Speed 286 20 MG . . . . . $2399
T-520040MB.... ..o oo 19 Y oo omp so7ag| | Fro Speed 286 40 MG ... 52699
W/40 MB Hard Drive.......... $2099| | T-5200100MB .............. N | Pro Speed 386 40MG ... . .. $3499
P TOSHIBA LAPTOP HP LASERJET
%‘H MEMORY UPGRADE
—4—4- / e e \
s/l ’g— I\ $489
1 T 'ﬁ‘rrrr'ﬁ-r] Please Call For Upgrades For ZENITH,
! I EEEEEEEERSEEEE IBM, AST, APPLE, & COMPAQ
i zmﬂmﬂ P 2 PR SONG PR
mputer rapnics com e s
cusE ™ QIEDEL” | | BieSehy Soririe o119 24 o1 520
P | | amiarreno N === KX-1191240/48 cps. . ... ..
0 208 O Dﬁg v Dg;m&xts'; ‘g i?::"e}m KX-1124 192148 cps. ... $269
: First itstate O e
O ParallelSerial Choice 3.0 R EPSON PﬂlNTEHS
Game Ports O 8 /0 Slots EPSON LX 810
WODEL 20720 OOEL 25 LS EPSON LQ 810
CALL FOR $ EPSON LQ 950
LOW PRICE! Powermate 386 SX +......... $1559 EPSON LQ 1050
EPSON T-1000
OTHER QUALITY PRINTERS EPSON LD
EVEREX TAPE BACK UP VIDED CARDS.MODEM | | - sman prwrens ~ EX0(T72
EXCEL 40 AT40 MB TAPEBACKUP ... £ VO nal Mot STARNX-100011 ........... $159  EPSON 2000
VIEWPOINT VGA 256K BO0KBO0. ... EVO67 Extermal Fax Modem ............ Sal | STaRNxzat0 $279  EPSON 4000 ........... ...
VIEWPOINT VGA 512K 1024¢768.......... 5299 OTHER EVEREX PRODUCTS AVAILABLE | | STARNX-2415 . ............ $399 EPSON4500...............
FAX MACHINES o, | |, JNORDPROCESSORS. | | gpTIGAL R BpTi S
DISK DRIVES SIS\ MACKt ... ... $679
CD-ROM & Kits' TOSHIBA XM 3200 Series . .CALL
% i Exi oSy s S A PIONEER.-SONYMITSUBISHI
. e Y sure, r r, ler- - -
TOOHBA 121277117 /ALL ODELS PGED Low | | T Conona b1 e ﬁg‘"ﬁ‘&’sms?‘?é".fng{sgi“ésmm“““ Mo OPTICAL & WORM DRIVE.
E. 45th & Lexington Ave. 34th St. Bet. 6th & 7th Sm&&uxlngmmo. PEBSONALSYSTEJIII
466 Lexington Ave. 130 W. 34th St.  wums rice l.exlngton Ave. A.U. MODELS AVAILABLE
212-986-3323 &0 212-695-4158 &= S 212-888-2090 =575 CALL FOR LOW PRICE

FOR ORDERS ONLY CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-847-4039

All major credit cards, checks and P.0. accepted w/approval. Price and availability subject to change without notice, Returns will not be accepted without return authorization no. NY State residents add sales tax.
Add 5% for shipping & handling. This ad supersedes all others. Quanitities may be limited. Not responsible for typographical emors, Licensed by D.C.A. of N.Y.C. License # 800695, 800278 & 831863.
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